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The Anaesthetic Crisis Manual (The ACM) is designed for use as a cognitive
aid. It is not a substitute for experience, clinical acumen, or simulator visits,
but it can provide immediately accessible guidance when used during a
perioperative emergency.

In potentially stressful, time dependent conditions, even senior clinicians can
forget important steps in treatment pathways. Inspired by the cockpit Quick
Reference Handbook (QRH) concept of commercial aviation, the placement
of The ACM in all anaesthetising locations provides welcome support for the
team leader, reinforces crew resource management principles (CRM) and may
ultimately improve patient outcome.

Embedding cognitive aids into crisis management culture continues to
be a challenge, but incorporating the location of emergency manuals into
the surgical safety checklist, delegating a reader early in a crisis event and
teaching from the protocols will all contribute.

The ACM has proven to be a valuable resource when confronting the
unexpected, and as more supportive evidence emerges for better outcomes,
we anticipate its use becoming routine in anaesthetic crisis management.

David C. Borshoff

Before using this manual, please visit

theacm.com.au/how-to-use
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The creation of this manual was inspired by Irma Brayley.


http://theacm.com.au/how-to-use

Cardiac Arrest Shockable = VF VT
Cardiac Arrest Non-shockable = Asystole PEA

CARDIOVASCULAR

Paediatric Advanced Life Support
Intraoperative Myocardial Ischaemia
Severe Intraoperative Haemorrhage
Anaphylaxis

Haemolytic Transfusion Reaction

Venous Air Embolism

Difficult Mask Ventilation
Unanticipated Difficult Intubation
RESPIRATORY Can’t Intubate Can’t Oxygenate
Laryngospasm

Elevated Airway Pressure

Severe Bronchospasm

Aspiration

Total Spinal
Post Partum Haemorrhage
Maternal Collapse

Newborn Life Support = Neonatal Resuscitation

Local Anaesthetic Toxicity
Hyperkalaemia

MISCELLANEOUS Malignant Hyperthermia

Terminal Event Checklist = Crisis Aftermath
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